
Project: Alumni 
at University District

What: ›  310 homes in a 35-storey 
concrete tower

Where: 13388 104th Ave., 
Surrey 

Residence sizes and pric-
es: Junior one-bedroom from 
$214,900; one-bedroom, 
500-619 sq. ft, from $221,900; 
two-bedroom, 736-800 sq. ft, 
from $329,900 

Builder and developer: Bosa 
Properties

Sales centre: 13409 104th Ave., 
Surrey

Hours: Noon — 5 p.m., daily

Stylish, modern living built right in
Surrey suites make most of move toward transformable living solutions 

Mary Frances Hill
SUNDAY
HOMES
WRITER

Small homes and condominiums 
have become so common in the 
pre-sale real estate market, they’ve 
inspired homebuyers to pursue 
innovative ways to make the most 
of their spaces. 

The market is responding in kind. 
It’s easier than ever to find bed 
frames, stackable chairs, coffee 
tables or sofas with hidden storage, 
wall units and closet organizers to 
clear clutter, and tables that perform 
double duty as desks.

At Alumni at University District, a 
Bosa Properties’ tower project that 
will stand near Surrey’s Simon Fraser 
University campus, such innovation 
is built right into the homes.

The site’s two display suites come 
equipped with BosaSPACE space-
saving built-ins. The products 
include a table that can be pulled out 
from a covert spot in a kitchen island 
to provide a workspace, or a dining 
table for two to eight people. 

In a similar fashion, built-in 
shelving and integrated wiring is 
equipped in a built-in fashioned for 
a television, which can be moved 
to reveal a daybed; a Murphy bed 
installed on one wall can be put 
away to reveal a loveseat.

Though the suites show off every 
benefit of BosaSPACE, the look and 
furnishings in the suites came from 
the creative minds of BYU (Bob’s 
Your Uncle) Design principal Cher-
yl Broadhead. 

Together with co-principal Ada 
Bonini, Broadhead inspires visitors 
to be efficient in a small space, and 
make the most of just a few items.

“I think the trend has been moving 
toward mak ing furniture and storage 
solutions transformable for a while. 
As spaces get smaller it’s about how 
to fit what you need to live into a 
smaller footprint while keeping it 

livable,” she says.
Where many designers work with 

marketers and developers to create 
a vision of the buyer (the downsiz-
er, the first-time buyer, the upsizing 
young family are common home-
buyer archetypes), the suites have 
been decorated to enhance the 
transformable features themselves.

BYU Design has decorated simply, 
using a palette of greys and whites 
topped with bright orange accents 
in pillows and artwork. 

“We usually try to keep things sim-
ple, clean and neutral to allow peo-
ple to bring out their personality in 
their home,” she says.

The furnishings are sophisticat-
ed but they’re light and easy to car-
ry. Introducing furniture that is easi-
ly mobile, and won’t look out of place 
when moved to a temporary spot — 
pieces that have a certain physical 
versatility — is key, she adds.

“When decorating a space that 
transforms I think you always need 

to be aware of what happens to your 
stuff when the space does transform. 
Where do all of your pillows go if your 
bed has become a sofa? (It’s about) 
understanding that what you had in 
your bedroom could now be part of 
your living space. In a larger, more 
conventional space you don’t need 
to think about those things as much; 
you can close the door. People who 
live in smaller spaces need to be 
more aware of how much they own 
and where it fits.”

Simply-decorated designs, using greys and whites topped with bright orange 
accents in pillows and artwork, help create a clean and neutral look.

At Alumni at University District in Surrey, developers have highlighted the BosaSPACE concept, building   
in ways for homeowners to make the most of their space.  PHOTOS: JASON PAYNE/ PNG

The furnishings at Alumni at University District in Surrey are sophisticated but they’re 
light and easy to carry, which makes transforming spaces simpler.
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